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W'rP.ilIllji[lglguIstun
r,iz Steuens reports.

'tl E  D O  T H E
W o r k "  i s  n o -
frills television.
No fAncy sets,
n o  c o m p u t e r
g r a p h i c s ,  n o
s t a g e d  c 6 r
c r a s h e s ,  a n d

'We 
Do the Work" and "Ameria's

Defen* Mmitor." A month later,
both aF on the sirtion's progrm-
ming ftEter for the fiBt time ever.

Marcus eys the dialogue had
little to do with the station's dei-
sion to air  "We Do the Work,,
and that WTTW had previouslv
slott€d the show (though this was
not mentioned st the me€ting,
accoiding to several  people tn
att€ndance)- "There isn' t  any-
thing that's teen done program-
w i s e  i n  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e
meeting," he uys. But n *cond
move by the stntion, elso previ-
ously unannounced, 6omewhat
contmdicts this- [t's the addition
of a local "P.O.V."- typq ss11q5
called "Viewpoint." The show will
begin running weekly in Octnber,
Mnrcus says, nnd Act as a catch-
a l l  f o r  n n y t h i n g  C h n n n e l  l l
dems i6 a "program with n dis
tinct point of yiew. It gives us an
out let  for programs thot might
not otherwise oir ."  So far,  two
"Anerica's Defen* Monitor" *g-
ments nre slated to run under
t h e ' V i e w p o i n t "  m o n i k e r ,  a n d
cmlition memb€rs cont help but
think that their efforts over the
past several  months have con-
vinced WTTW to re+valuate.

"This is a very slow-moving
e l e p h a n t , "  s a y s  v i d e o g r a p h e r
Scott  Sanders, refer ing to the
prcess he initintcd more than a
year ago when he attempted to
c o n v i n c e  C h a n n e l  1 1  t o  a i r'Deadly 

Deception." That battle
led to the fomation of Chicago
Media Wakh, a leal oflshot of
Faimes and Accuracy in Repon-
ing (FAIR), which in tum fomed
CDPTV. In Mnrch, Sanders and
Chicngo Media Watch held an
open meeting at the Center for
New Television st which "n lot of
di f ferent kinds of folks showed
up,". including lmal independent
p r o o u c e r s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y
activists. Crievances were, if not
unanimous, then v€ry similsr.

F i r s t ,  t h e r e ' s  a n  o n g o i n g
debDh b€tween the stat ion and
its detractors (hot to mention
n a t i o n w j d e  o v e r  P B S )  o v e r
w h e t h e r  t h e  p r o g r a m m i n g  o n
Channel 1l  ref lets the 6nems
of Chicagmns or simply caters t
subuiban contributorc nnd corpo-
r n t e  i n t e r e s t s .  " O u r  f e e l i n g  i s
thnt WTTW, becau* it's pullic
television and supportad by hx

dollars, has the responsibility to
make avai lable to the viewing
public a broader range of ideas
than what's available on netwok
television," says CDPIV repre-
*ntative Elissa Bassler, execu-
tive diretor for the Celition for
New Prioities, an umbrella orga-
niation repre*nting more than
100 community groups. nV'TTW
desn't ofer ftuch in the way ol'
alternative viewpoin!s."

And \11-f!fs seeming unwill-
intmess t open the lines of om-
munidf,ion with its audience has
angered some. "Complaints have
oJways centered sround the 6ta-
tion's lack of an input structure,'
Sandere sys.'The hrnrd of die-
t o r s  a n d  t h e  s t a t i o n - n e i t h e r
hnve. structure6 for putt ing in
cmplaints, suggestions or mpli-
menls. We've suggested they sllot
sme time for public comment tt
the knrd meetings. That's just n
nstural  lbrm of communicst ion
tllat they have blck€d of."

Besides individual phone calls
and letteE, the only opportunjty
for organized public fedback at
Channel 1l comes in the fom of
an advisory council the station
convenes once n yenr and whe
memters are cho*n by the sb-
tion, in the sm€ vein as its elf-
perpetuating board of directars
(CDPTV has urged a subeciber-
e l e c t e d  b o a r d ) .  T h e  a d v i s o r y
counci l 's ntembership is var ied,
including representat ivea from
the Arab-American Community
Centar, latino In6titute, Chiqo
C h i l d r e n  s  M u s e u m  o n d  t l i e
Chicago Commission on Human
Rights, but its influence sms to
b e  m i n i m a l .  C h a n n e l  l l  s t i l l
won't pubJicly di*lose any of the
adnsory ouncil's past reporLs.

It rvas via phone and mail, not
the advisory council, that inkr-
est€d vi€we6 first began uEinr
WT'IW to air both "We Do-thl
Work" and "America's Defense
Monitor." In lggl th€ president of
the Chicago Fedemtion of labor.
Robert Healey, cont"lct4d the tu-
tron requesting tidt it air .We Do
the Wok." In his reply, Bomnn
\frte thnt the station had "con-
cerns about the evenness ofquali-
ty and the faihes of certain *f-
menls," but that he would "con.
tinue to keep nn eye on it.'

Two years later,  "We Do the
Work" is aired regulorly on more

than 50 PBS atations including
WNET in New York, KQED in
San Fnrci*o, WTVS in Detrci!
WPBA in Atlanta, KCET in Ic
Angeles, WSIU in Carbondale,
I l l inoir ,  and throughout the
stat€. of Oregon, New Jersey,
Maine, South Dakota, Vemont
and Wyoming, just to name a
few. But Chiegoans hav€ y€t to
e it until now. "We * s little
on television of what pople do
for a [ivin8]," eys Don I\mer,
Healey'r  assistant.  " l 'm very
pleed tlat theyre going to air
the Bhow. It should b€ aired. It
refl€ts peopl€'s lives.'

'America'c Defen* Monitor"
he a simild histdy with WTTW.
Tw yar ago, Bob Cleland, the
fomer co<hairman of I l l inois
SANEI'Frea and founder of llli-
noia Peae Action, began urging
the strtion tn air it. "ADM" is n
wekly pognm produced by the
C€nter for Defen* Information,
an orTaniation made up primar-
ily of retired U.S. military ofli-
ero- Prognms haw corered the
mtinuing lrcliferatim of nucle-
ar weapons, how th€ militsry'3
and society 's values clash at
tihes, and military contractor
Hughe Aimft's euesful on-
vcEion t commercial industry
cine the end ofthe old war. Cle-
lu4 who is a member of CDPTV
and att€nded the July neeting,
*yr he onfrontzd Boman and
Mami with his p€reption that
'dnct every wek you cm f nd
ornething m TTW that h6 to do
with w, but little altcmatiee to
thaL..lo2 PBS statione ee run-
ning ['ADM']," Cleland mys he
tnld them, 'We don't understond
why itt not suitsble fm a Chica-
go audiene.'

S.nfnd Cnttlieb, the prcducer
of 'ADM,' ha alm cmponded
with Channel 1l  managehent
about airing th€ show. Gottlieb
!ay! that although CDI main-
taine cditorial control over prc

8m qtont t}re 6how ie funded
in&pcndently and 'we ue very
rcrupulour about having every
rlaEnt viewpoint. Our ahow is
Mlly rFt that far ot; it's rct an
mtjspcato diatribe.'

Mam inciatr t}te d<ision to
air tln ehou rcre not the diret
uult of t.l|s slitiml psw,
but i t  remains unclear '
why the stat ion chose
n o w  t o  d o  s o .  " T h r s e
p e o p l e  h a v e  r l i s e d : r
number of issues, and,
a s  w e  d o  w i t h  n r n n y
groups, we decided the
best thing to do was to
have a meeting. We're

. re6ponding to sme very

I  l e g i t i m a t €  q u e s t i o n s .
r lBut the new progmm-
mingl is not in resfnn*
to that m@ting." Never-
theless, he adds, "It is
fair  to say that l the
celitionl has played a
role in our putting on a
*ric like Viewpoint.-

Marcus knew ol only
rwo "Viewpoint" *gnrenls slnbd
* fu, an 'ADM" piee which mn
August 3l  cal led "New Civi l ian
Tcks for the Militr4/ and nmth-
er "ADM" show t i t led "Nuclear
Bomb in Our Future" that will lir
September 19. The stat ion, he
sys, will onsider running "Ded-
ly Deeption" in the'Viewpoiot"
slot  i f  i ts producers edit  out a
pjt h at the end of the film for
INFACT, the organization that
led the boycott  against GE.
(WTTW hc left it up ta th€ @li-
tion to @ntact the "Deadly Decep-
tion" prcducers, though.) "Pana-
ma Decept ion, '  becaus€ i t
includes "charges tatally without
@nfirmation," Marcus *ys, hc
rc chane of airing on WTTW. "I
don't think we can compromise
that Ljoumalisticl standard.' (PBS

has rejected both "Decept ion"
6lms for mtional airing.)

Cleland, who has battled tn get
?anama Dseption' on Channel
I  l ,  r e m a i i s  w a r v

I b o u t  t h e  s t a t i o n ' s
new dirrtion. -They're

L n r o w , . ' g  a  c o u p r e
lnDes to us as ir way ol
Ltrking the hent off th€
two 'Decept ion'  f i lms,"
h€ says. "Maybe the_v
t h i n k  w e ' l l  b e  h r p p y '
a n d  g o  a w a y . "  B u t
Marcus says the sta-
t i o n  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o
"Viewpoint.' 'What we
do will speak for itelf,"
h e  s a y s .  ' I f  t h e r e ' s
enough inhrest in t)
community b have thr.
organizat ion IWTTR'l
change, i t  wi l l  evolve-
Wele not behind walls
t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  p e n e -
trated."a

.YTTW H S THE RESPOXSISUTY TO H KE
AV IL BLE TO THE VIEVIXC PUAUC   BROADER
R XCE OF IDE S IHAX WHAT'S AVAILABIE
o x  x c T w o R x  T E L E Y t S t O x . "

alm6t no actds. It's a half-hour
magazine-fomat program about
everyday people-drywal lers,
leather tanners, labor leaders-
str iv ing to make their  l ives and
workplues better. Ailie Wood.erd,
Ed Asner and Ned B€atty are a
few celebs who've hosted the
m@thly progrsm, produced by a
nonprof i t  product ion group in
San Francisco snd distr ibut€d
sime 1990 to PBS ststims nation-
wide. Show topica vary, f rom
labor strikes t jot'.related illness
to prof i les ol  l i t t le-seen people
and industries. But unless you've
b e e n  w n t c h i n g  T V  o u t s i d e  o f
Chicngo, you've never had the
opportunity to see "We Do the
Work. 'Unt i l  now.

Channel ll-WIIW has decid-
ed to air a swial one-hour "We
Do the Woik'*gment Septem-
ber 6, and at least a few people
find the ststion's timing int€rest-
ing. On July 28, *niq viae presi-
dent for programming Richard
Bowman and senior vice presi-
dent for corporate marketing and
communicdt ions Bruce Marcus
met with s group thnt calls ilsell
the Coalition for Demqracv in
Public Television (CDPIV). Thir-
t en t@lition members, includ-
ing repre*ntrtives frcm Opera-
tion PIJSH, Aces Living, Women
in Film and Illinois Peae fution,
had come to Lllk sbdt whnt theY
thought ms missing frcm Chica-
go's public television 6tation, and
what ought to be done about it.
The di*ussion moved from bet-
ter access for lcal independent
produceE to the airine of.D"odl"
Deception" and ?onnma Dreo-
tion," two Academy Award-win-
ning daumentrrieFthe former
about Cenehl Elettic's involve-
m e n t  i n  t h e  n u c l e o r  w e a p o n s
industry;  the ldt ter about the
Unitcd States invasion of pana-
ma-thst WTTW has opt€d not
to show. Cmlition memters alm
requetad that the station tnke e
harder lmk 6t two other re&lnr.
ly produced programs airiig on
PBS stat ions in other mrr iets,

, T I  D O  I H :  V O R I ( ' :  O O W X - T O - E A R T X  T E L € V I S I O X  A B O U r  R E C U L A F  P E O P L E ,
c t c v l o u t L v  u x l v a t L A B L E  t O  C H t C a c o  v l E w E R s .


