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e a d l y  D e c e p t i o n :

G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c ,

Nuc lear  Weapons

a n d  O u r  E n v i r o n -

ment" is a power-

f u l  p i e c e  o f  f i l m -

mak ing .  In  i t s  29

minutes, the emo-

t ional ly r ivet ing documentary l inks GE

to radioact ive contaminat ion of  the

l a n d  a n d  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  a r o u n d  i t s

Knolls Atomic Power Lab in upstate

New York and makes a strong case

against  the company's  involvement

in the weapons industry. Beyond i ts

news content, the f i lm is noteworthy
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tor i ts art isttc merit :  i t  won the 1991 Academy
Award lor Best Documentary Short-Sub.lect.

Earlter this fal l ,  Chicago's publ ic television
statron, Channel 11-WTIW, atong with the pub-

Itc Broac,casting Service and almost al l  publ ic-
b r o a d c a s t t n g  s t a t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y ,
decrded not t0 air "Deadly Deception." WTTW
tssued a statement saying that the f i lm's fun.
dcr, thc grass-roots organizatron INFACT, was
loo cl0sely l tnked to the project. (The group ted
o boycott of GE to force i t  out of the nuclear
Industry; the boycott rs specif ical ly promoted at
t l rc  end o f  the  f i lm. )  The s ta t ton  says  the  tac t
tha t  GE ts  i t s  la rges t  corpora te  donor - -$2 .9
rnr l l ron  rn  1990-1991-had no thrng  to  do  wt t t l
r t s  decrs ron .

Srnce lhe early 1980s, when the federal
govemment reduced funding to publ ic televtston,
stat lons have become tncreasingly dependcnt
on money lrom the business sector, so much so
tha t  p rev ious ly  non-commerc ia l  s ta t ions  now
unabashedly bookend their shows with tmage
ads lor mult inattonal conglomerates. The result,
cntrcs say, rs a wornsome amount of corporate
Inf luence over publ ic television, which lcads to
programmtng lhat ts Increasingly "mainstream"
and fai ls to represent the diverse tastes and
concerns of lhe publtc. At the same t ime, they
say, coporate influence has effectavely muflled
the public 's voice.

Medta acttvists aren't  the only ones who've
noticed the problem of publ ic access. The Cor.
poration for Publrc Broadcasting, the federal
t u n d i n g  a r m  o f  t h e  P B S ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  t o
a d d r e s s  i t  a s  w e l l .  L a s t  w e e k ,  t h e  C p B
announced rt wi l l  open phone l ines to take gub
l rc  comment  and ho ld  town meet ings  around
the country to f ind out what people want to see.

The CPB's actions, however, don't  neces-
sari ly mean Independent publ ic television sta-
t ions such as WTTW are going to fol low suit .
Ancl some local media activists are pessimist ic
tha t  the  change in  Wash ing ton  w i l l  a f fec t  a
minct-set here that, they say, is uninterested in
developing a meaningful relat ionship with the
communtty.

' l  don't  know that IWTIWI l ives up to i ts
name,"  says  independent  p roc lucer  Bob Her .
cules. 'Where is the public in publ ic television?"

found myself asking the same question
when I clropped in on a meeting of the
Channel 11 board of trustees-quarter-
ly gathenngs that are open to the pub
l ic .  I ' d  p ic tu red  be ing  gree ted  by  the
kind 0f bubbly stat ion employees you
see on the arr during fundraisers. I 'd
assumed they'd be just as pleased to

see me here as they would to see me volunteer-
tng to answer phone cal ls from donors.

But what I  encountered was not the warm
and fuzzy world of tote bags and coffee mugs
tha t  the  p ledge dr ives  por t ray .  The t rus tees
had already taken their.seats when I was taken
tnto the Ineetlng room: a dramatical ly l i t  TV stu-
clro that had been transformed inl.o a dinrng
ha l l  fo r  the  occasron.  Whi le  board  members
lunched at banquet.sized tables, I  was led to a
row of six plast ic backed chatrs In a dark cor-
ner  and remtnded there  wou ld  be  no  pub l tc
commenl .  In  the  hour  I  sa t  there ,  no  one o ther
than a few security guards lookecl my way.

Bes ides  the  coo l  a tmosphere  and unac ,
commodat ing  log is t i cs ,  someth ing  e lse  s tood
out about the meeting: the trustees. Though an
ab le  and in te l l tgen t  body ,  the  board  is  a lso ,
and perhaps expectedly, homogeneous. l ts 33
members include the president of the Cnicago
[Jears, a former head of the Federal Communl
ca t rons  Commissron ,  the  darec tor  o f  the  l l l i no is
Lottery, the ctean of the Medil l  School of Jour.
nahsm at Northwestern University, a number of
hrgh.profi le phrianthroprc professionals, and a
heavywerght  bunch o f  corpora te  execu l i ves .
T h e y  s e r v e  o n c - t o  t h r e e - y e a r  t e r m s  a n d
choose lheir own successors. Though the sta.
t r0n  contends  tha t  i t s  board  reUects  the  pub l tc
i t  serves ,  there  are  no  La t ino  t rus tees ,  one
Asran American, three Afr ican Ameracans and
no representatives of the workrng class.

-We're looking for a diverse group, '  says
D i r e c t o r  o f  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  B r u c e  M a r c u s ,
referr ing to the trustees. 'A group lhat, as an
e n t r r e  b o d y ,  h a s  p e o p l e  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  a l l
lacels of the comntuntty as much as one can.
Tnrs happr:,ns tu be such a diversetv made uo

city l that] i t 's l i teral ly impossible with 30 or 40
people to cover every group. [We look for] peo
ple who, through their work or their phi lanthrotr
ic efforts or their day-to-day activi t ies, have a
lot of contact wrth a lot of people.

' l t  i s  1 0 0  p e r c e n t  n o t  a  f u n d - r a t s r n g
board," he adcls, although most trustees are
' e x t r c m o l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  p e o p l e . . . w r t h  a  l o t  o f
money. Do most of these people give us a lot
o f  moncy? No.  l s  t t  a  condt t ion  o f  coming on
our  board? No. -

N o n o t h e l e s s ,  c n t i c s  p o i n t  t o  t h e  b o a r d
m a k o u l )  , l s  a  p n m e  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  t a r
removctl  WTTW rs from the publrc t t  is requrred
to s0ry()

"Thr.' troard of dtrectors needs to be entire-
ly dcnlocri t l tcal ly elected from the community,
Irke [KQEDI rn San Francisco, '  says Larry Dun-
c a n ,  a l l  I n d e p e n d e n t  p r o d u c e r  a n d  l a b o r
ac t iv ls t .  "The s ta t ion  needs to  re tu rn  to  t t s
founc t lng ,  ph i losophy tha t  unc le r representec t
vorces arc 8,iven a forum in American soctety.
Al l  the other issues of [programl content wi l l
come out  o f  tha t . "

KQED rs no doubt an oddity among publlc
televislon stattons. Caltfomia law requtres that
r ts  240,000 members  vo te  on  the  t rus tees .
Anyone can run for a seat, and the stat ion pro-
vroes alr t tme to each candidate. l t 's a cosuy
$100,000 process ,  bu t  " i t  g ives  us  a  much
more vrtal sense of what people are thtnking,"
says Communications Dlrector Greg Sherwood,
"and i t  adds a connection to the membership
that is important.-

KQED is  one o f  the  few s ta t ions  in  the
count ry ,  a long w i th  WNET in  New york  anc l
K T E H  i n  S a n  J o s e ,  t h a t  h a s  a i r e d  ' D e a d l y

Deception. '  Like WTTW, KQED initrai ly turned
down the f i lm, but the stat ion reassessed i ts
deqsion after a loucl publ ic outcry. - l t 's hard to
argue about the show unti l  people have seen
it," SheMood says. "Unti l  that, people bel ieve
that you're hiding something."

The stat ion also was one of the f irst to air
'Stop the Church," a controversial documen-
tary about the confrontat ion between ACT Up
a n c l  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  a n c l  ' T o n g u e s

Untred," a t i lm about Afr icanAmerican homo-
sexual men. WTTW did air that program but
reJected "Stop the Church."

SheMood says KQED trustees are 'strong

advocates  o f  loca l  p rogramming"  and the i r
i n f l u e n c e  h a s  l e d  t o  l o c a l  s h o w s  s u c h  a s
"Vaewpo in ts , "  a  showcase fo r  independent
porn t -o f -v rew journa l i sm and the  soon- to -a i r
"Living Room Festival." This 13-week series is
a comprlat lon of inclepenclent work from eclec-
t rc  f r lm les t i va ls  he lc l  a rounc l  the  Bay  area .
Another el lor l  inspired by board input was "Q,"
a late ntght arts ancl entertainment show that
focusecl on the local art scene and was can-
cel led after eight months for lack of an audi.
ence. The statron also shelved 'The Lawrence
Welk Slrow" atter board members "macle their
feel ings known. "

-Thc  board  has  a  bas ica l l y  good under -
slandi l lg ol the statton's mission, '  says Sher.
wood,  "and they  de fend tha t  miss ton  even i f
they know rts going to cost us members."

The way KQED organizes public input may
not work lor WTTW, says Scott Sanclers, a local
medra  ac l tv ts t  who co-owns a  Skokre  v rdeo
c o m p a n y  " B u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  C h a n n e l  1 1
doesn't  evc| l  want to have one elected seat,
even ,ust to throw a bone out there, that, to
me,  rs  vc ry  odc l .  Somewhere  In  there ,  there
coulc, be a rntx. l t  could be half ancJ half."

I n  t h c  c a s e  t h a t  g o v e r n i n g  b o a r c l s  d o
underrcpr(:scnt ccrtatn groups in the communi-
ty, the lcdoral government provtdes some rem-
edy. Tlrc [ ,ubltc Tclecommuntcattons Frnancing
Act ol 1978 requtrcs that publ ic television sta-
trons r(rc(,rvi lU,i  lcderal dol lars c,evelop a "com-
munr ty  ; l (Jv rsory  board , "  i l l e  compost t ton  o f
wfi lch "r( l l l ( .cls lhe cltverse needs and interests
ol thc cr.rrrrrrrunrty served by such stat ions.

' I r t ( )  board  sha l l  be  permi t ted  to  rev tew
tl ie programmtng goals establtshed by the sta-
tron, thc servlce provided by the stat ion, and
the signif  icant pol icy dectsions rendered by the
statron.- lhc law reacls. 'The role of the board
shall  be solely advrsory in nature... ln no case
shall  thc board have any authonty to exerclse
any control over the dai ly nlanagement or oper-
ation o' 
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ot' its tn0tte,t' .l'runt tt

ab i l i t y  shou ld  inc lude bu t  no l  bc  l rmr ted  to  ccnvent ton '
a l  ideas  o f  ta len t . -

Unconvent rona l ,  says  Indepcndent  p roducer  A le -
janclro Riera, is not the ftrst worrl  that comes to mrnd

wnen lookrng  a t  WTTW's  progra lnmtng.  The Novem'
fe r lDecember  "h lgh l igh ts "  l t s t  Inc ludes :  "L iza  Mtne l l l
L rve l "  'Ann o f  Green Gab les ,  Thc  Seque l , "  'Ho l tday

Cook ing  Shows, "  'Chr rs tmas Songs w i th  Me l  Tonne,
Maureen Mccovern and Doc Scverinson- (and several
o ther  ho l iday  specra ls  w i th  Luc iano Pavaro l t i ,  D tana
Ross,  and Peter .  Pau l  and Mory) ,  "The Met ropo l t tan
O o e r a  P r e s e n t s . . . , "  a n d ' N e w  Y c a r ' s  E v e  w i t h  t h e
Ber l rn  Phr lharmonrc . "  Thc  l rs t  a lso  inc ludes  "Kwanzaa:

A Cu l tu ra l  Ce lebra t ion , '  a  Maya Ange lou-hos ted  pro '

g ram about  an  Inner -c l ty  church ,  and a  loca l l y  p ro '

duced show on intergenerattonal l tvtng.
About 80 percent ol WIIW's schedule is bought

from PBS. l t  includes educaltoni) l  programming, cook-
ing shows, Bri trsh sitcoms and n)ystcnes, nature clocu
mentanes  and shows such as  'Nova, "  "Masterp tece

Theatre" and "Frontl ine. '  Froni rts slate'of ' the-art pro-

c luc t ion  fac i l r t y ,  the  s ta t ion  p t r ts  ou t  na t iona l l y  a i red
shows such as  'Sneak Prevrcws, "  - lmage Un ion , -  and
Bil l  Curt is '  'New Explorers,- and tt  co produces the GE'
underwntten 'Mclaughlin Group," a lalk show with a
conservative slant. Local lodder Includes "Wild Chtca-
go" and the public-affairs programs "Chicago Tontght"
with John Callaway and 'Chtcag,O Week tn Review.'

"WTTW has become as formulaic and tradit tonal

Saturdavs:
December 12 dnd 19
$"CUAEY BEAR ANNEX
1059 W Addison (2nd floor)

Chicago
For more info call 312-262-5252
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sror r  ' , l , r l rons  i l t  Bos ton  and Minneapo l ls ,
l0 r  r r r , , l , i l r c t ' ,  communt ty  ac lv lsory  board

mentbe! ' s  i r to  ( '1 . ,  l '  ( l  ( l l l  i l  va r lc ly  o l  ways-by  the

t ruStCeS,  s la l l t , l r  r [ ' l l l l , t : rs  0 r  th€  COmmUnl ty  a t  la fge)

and servc  : ,0 r lc r l r ,  l I r t r r ,  l v l cn tbers  represen l
blue and !vnrte c(r l l ' i l  t ) lolcsslonals al lke (teach

ers, polrce oltrcon',  youtl l  counselors) and typl-

cal ly ref lect a muclr t i rei l lcr cross secl lon of the

communr ty  ihan t l )c  boards  o f  t rus tees .  The

commt ,n l t )  g roup"  l l r ( ' ( ' l  i l l lFYhere  f rom once a

month to sevelal t [ I ]L's i l  vear.
"The goal ts tei cnd up wtth 21 peopie who

reprLlsent th(.} popul.r l ton our communlty ts made
up ol. by race, ry ai',c, by specral interest," says
Anrr Sunwall  of KCTA In Mlnneapolts, where the
criarrperson of the communrty advisory board
w a s  r e c e n t l y  e l e c t e d  a  t r u s t e e .  A t  W G B H  i n

B o s t o n ,  c o m m u n r t y  a d v l s o r s  h o l d  m o n t h l y
cventng meetrngs th;rt  arc opan to the pubhc. l ts
programmrng,  l inc r ip  rnc ludes  week ly  A f r l can-
nmcncan and Latrrrtr  t) t ibl tc affatrs shows.

WTTW. on  l l i c  o l f rc r  nand,  has  no  de f tn t -
t rve  group o l  c ( , i l [nu t I ty  adv tsors .  Organtzed
pub l ic  Input  c ( )n r r " ,  { 'n (  r }  , t  yc i l r  v la  a  ga tner lng

o l  c o n l m u l l l t Y  l t ' . t r l I t ' ,  i r t  t h c  s t a t l o n  f o r  a t t
a l (e rnoon o l  . J t : , t  r r ' ,  , to i l  I l l e  g roup lS  chosen
and convened by . i  trustce cornmtttee and l ts
recommendatrons ar(. '  put into a report,  whlch
rs  d is t r ibu tc0  to  the  rc 's t  o f  the  board  a t  i t s
next meetrnS.

Marcus stresses, however, that the annu-
a t  meet rng  o f  conrmun l ly  leaders  " l s  no t  jus l  d
scssion where cvonrone pats us on thL' back
at  . r i l .  l t ' s  a  g rve- ; ) r rd  take  sess lon . "

/\s f  ar as i l l ( j  ;r l ) : ,or lca' 0i an eleclcd coir '

n ]unr ty  bo i r fd ,  l r4 ; r rcu : .  sa ! ' s  cvc ty  pub l i c  s ta l lon
t r ; t c r p r c t s  l l r € '  l t ' t l t : l i r l  r e g u r i l i r o n s  0 l l l c r 0 r ) t l )
i rccordif ,e to ' /vl) i . t l  w(lrks best f  or that st i l ' i . l0n,
" in  lhe  er io , "  h r ;  : , i i ys .  -y . . ,u  hope tha l  a i l  o l

rnem dre tryln8, to do whal 's r ight lor the cotn'
mun i ty .  i s  t l r c rc  a  t ) ( ) l t c r  rncchan ism fo r  hear '
rng  about  how 5  r r r r l l ron  peop ie  fee l  about  our
programnrng? I l t l t t  may be. Are we sairsf ied
wr lh  the  e l fo r ls  w, '  ( l ( )  t t ( ,w? Ycs ,  we are . "

I  lW r , ,  ; r  d r l l l cu l t  Ins t r tu t ron  to  c r t t t c lze .
l l  l ro r r : , t s  the  h ighes t  ra t ings  o f  any
pu l , l r ( :  t ( ) l cv rs ron  s ta t ion  in  the  count ry
. r r r r l  p ro r juces  more  programs fo r  i t s
l o r  , r l  . t u d r c n c e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r .  l t  t s
l r | | . r t r ( . r , r l l y  s o u n d  a t  a  t r m e  w h e n  m a n y

l l r r l r l t ( .  : , l , l t rons  are  s t rugg l tng  to  s tay
v r , r l r l r r .  [ J u t  w h r l e  f e w  p e o p l e  w o u l d

deny tha t  Chur r r r r ' l  I  I  rs  , t  v re lcome a l te rna t lve  to  tne

networks ,  o l l c r r r r l '  , r  w t ( l ( )  v i l r t c ly  o f  exce l len t  p rograms

that  exp lo tc  r i l rD( r r l , t | r l  ( r t t l tu ra l  and soc ia l  t ssues ,  loca l
c r i t rcs  say  Wl lW ' ,  t r r ( ) l l r i rn r r l l tng  re f lec ts  a  dear th  o f

a l te rna l tvc  vo t (  r  ' .
' ' I  d o r r ' t  l l r r r l  l l i l ' l ) r o g r i r m l n l n g  o n  t h e  c h a n n e l

n o w  r c l l c r - l r ,  l l r '  t , r ' r . r ( t  s p c c t r u m  o f  t h e  p u b l l c , "

S a n d c r s  s i r V : ,  ' l  l l r r r r k  r t  o n l y  r e f l e c t s  c e r t a i n  s e g -
ments and onlt l ' ,  ol lr{ jrs. And the only way to change
that ls tor pcul lkr l tr  l ,ocome more involved.-

L rke  n l0s t  r ) r lb l rc  te lev ls lon  s ta t lons ,  c r l t l cs  say ,
Channe l  11  has  ! , rown away f rom what  the  1967
Camegie Commtsston report,  the blueprint for publ ic

televisron, rntended rt to be: 'a forum tor clebate and
controversy...a vorcc for groups In the community that

n  n  T  F  n r d i  J t l i c - r ' v , s e  b d  u r r r r t : u r i t  [ P u J I , c  t e l e v r

lL JL J, J ;iiJll;Til;,'"fi:J:J"'ii:3:"ijil'fi:
shared. The search lor ncw or unrecognucd

As  l o r t $  u t ;  l l " l " l ' l ' i s "gelt irt i4 ltt lsl

u ) h i l e  $ u b u r -

b u n  p o p u  l r t l  i t t r t . "  I ) r o g r e i l t  t t t  i n g

u ' i l l  r c m u i t t  " s u J ' ( "  u n d  " I l ( u r -

sig l t led,"  c lu ints on? pr0ducer.

as i . ,ny i ]etwork statron, '  says Rrera, onc of nrany loci.r i ,
independent groducers cri t ical of WTTW. Of the hatf
dozen who providecl their opinrons, al l  concluded the
same thtng: the stat ion cloes too htt le local program-
mrng and is unwil lng to take nsks. ' lmage Unron" and
'Chrcago Tonight '  were repeatecl ly mentroned as the
stalron's strong points but - l t 'sJust 

not enough," says
Hercules. wno clashecl with the stat ion this fal l  over the

e d r t l n g  o f  a  s e g m e n t  h e  s h o t  f o r  " T h e

90's."Wlrere are the programs lhat address
the needs of the communit ies of Chrcago?"

'The amount of local stuff  that 's done is
minimal and that 's too bad," says Tom Wern-
berg, creator of two PBS showcases tor Inde-
pend^nt  p roducers ,  - lmage Unton"  and 'The

9 O ' s , "  t h e  l a t t e r  w h i c h ,  d e s p t t e  c n t l c a l
acclaim, just lost i ts PBS funding. ' l t 's a bucl-
get pnority; i t 's a level of comfort;  i t 's a definr-
t ion of who tWfIW is) internal ly. They have to
say, who are we? Are we expenmental In a way
or are we a representative upper-mrc,dle{lass
inst i tut ion? They are a reprcsentative upper-
m i d d l e - c l a s s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  l d o n ' t  t h r n k
that 's the total ly nght thing to do. "

Dropping "The 90's" is a great example of
lust how "bland' publ ic televrsron has become,
says  R iera ,  add ing  tha t  as  long as  WTTV is
"e,ett ing most of i ts money from a wnrte subur-
b a n  p o p u l a t i o n , -  p r o g r a m m r n g  w r l l  r e m a r n
"safe" and "nearsighted, "

C a l l a w a y  s t r o n g l y  c l r s a g r e c s  w t t h  t h e
premise  tha t  lhe  s ta t ion 's  cu l tu ra i  p rogram-

ming caters exqlusively to the upper echelon.
" l t  rs  abso lu te ly 'condescendrng to  say  tha t l
lower. lncome people are not Interested rn clas.
stcal muslc and other high-brow cultural pro-
grammrng,  he  says ,  adc l rng  tha t  a r i lng  too
m u c h  c l a s s i c a l  m u s r c ' r s  a r i  a c c u s a t i o n  I
would proudly bear." As to servrng rvhrte suour-
ban i tes ,  Ca l laway says  tha t  r t  i s  the  group
probab ly  leas t  served by  "Chrcago Tontgh t , -
whrch spends the preponderance of i ts t tme on
urban rssues.

' P r o g r a m m i n g - w i s e ,  y e s ,  w e ' r €  p r e t t y

mainstream," adds Marcus, "al lcl  I  thtnk that 's
because we're stnving for overal l  balance. But
there are a lot ol programs that are on and

lssues  tha t  a re  d iscussec l  tha t  a re  ex t remely  nsky ,
and we could've taken a far more conseryattve stance
and sard we're not going to cleal wtth that. So I don't
accept  tha t  p remise  l tha t  the  s ta t ton  c loesn ' t  take
risksl.  To put a program l ike 'The McLaughltn Group'
on, that 's as rasky as any programmtng decision any-
one rs going to make.'

Reoresentatrves of the Afrtcan-American and His-
pan ic  communi t res  acknowledge tha t  wTTW's  pro-
gramming has rmproved in the area of ractal cl tversity
over the past several years, but lhey are stt l l  looklng
for a greater voice at the stat ion.

"Ch icagq is  the  on ly  c i ty  In  thc  count ry  w i th  a
major Hispanic populatron that doesn't  have regular
programming Ion i ts publ ic televrsion stat ion] atmed at
a  b i l ingua l  auc l ience, '  R tera  says .  (For  the  record ,
WNET in New York City also does nol atr a regular pro-
gram for Latinos.)

Operation PUSH leaders plan to stt  down with the
general managers ancl programmrng dlrectors of al l
the  major  te lev is ion  s ta t rons  in  Chtcago,  inc lud ing
WTTW, to discuss representatton of the Afr lcan-Amerl '
can  communr ly .

'The broadcast media in general has provided an
inaccurate and unfair presentation of Afrtcan Ameri-
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cans, '  sa! 's Errcutrve Director Janeitc'  !Vrisott.
-As we look at Channel 11, we see l t  not only
has the opportunrty but the manclate" to present

a balanced prcture. The statton, she says, has a

mis taken percept ion  o l  who the  c t ty 's  A f r rcan '
Amencan leadershtp ts, and conltnues to draw

from the same unrepresentative sources when rt

needs oeoole to comment on lssues.
Callaway says -Cfi tcago Tontght" does the

best Job tn town as far as Afr lcan-Amerlcan rep'

resenta t ron .  " ln  our  po l t t t ca l  ana lys ls ,  we prob

ably do rely on a coterte of about six t0 eaght
p e o p l e  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  2 0 0 , "  b u t  t h e  s h o w ' s
guests come from al l  segments of the Afr lcan
Amencan communr ty ,  he  says .

To rts credrt,  WTTW recently held a raqal '
sens t t tv l t y  semrnar  fo r  r ts  s ta f f  in  con iunc t ton
wtlh a senes of programs it  wi l l  atr in 1993 on
tssues  o f  race .

tane clorfene casten is an Evanston-
based freelance journal ist ano, along
wr th  Sanders ,  a  member  o l  tne  newly
f  o r m e d  c h t c a g o  M e d i a  w a t c h .  a
group tha t  p lans  to  focus  some o f  l l s
e f f o r t s  o n  W T T W .  T n o u g h  s n e
be l reves  Channe l  I  1  i s  " the  on ly  re l '
a t t v e i y  d e c e n t  p l a c e  w l t e r e

Chtcagoans can get sertous reports on major
rssucs," she ls a strong advocate of more In'
d c p t h  p u b l r c  a f t a r r s  r e p o r t i n g  b y  W T T W  o n
tssues  such as  hea l th  care ,  educat ion  re lo rm,
c t ty -wtde  layo l l s  and tox ic  waste .  Cas ten ,  who
h a s  w n t t e n  t o r  " M o t h e r  J o n e s "  a n d  " T h e

Natron," says she sees 'a serious lack ol cov
erage lrom a more progresslve potnt ol vlcw...
We are paying al l  that money and IChannel 11]

J u s t  r s  n o t  r e l l e c t i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t t s  c o n -
strtuency out there."

Callaway drsagrees. He bel ieves the sta'
t ton does an aclmaral job tn covering the caty
and tha t  h is  show,  "Wi ld  Ch icago, "  

' lmage

Union," and the stat ion's documentary series
-WTTW Journal" make up one of the strongest
packages o f  loca l  p rogramming anywhere .
"Anytlme you wanted to you could come In and
say we are Inaclequate in this area ancl thts
area and this area, and I coulcl show you 80
others' that the stat ion is dolng a good job of
coverang. " l  just can't  walk down a hal l  lat the
stat ionl wtthout seeing an edit ing room ft l led
with imarges ot thrs community, '  he says. And.
overai l ,  the amount of publ ic-affairs program-

ming has rncreased a hundred t imes over what
i t  was 10 years ago, fre adcls, when the statton
had no ntghtly publ ic-affairs shows and less tn
the way of documentary work.

Marcus says stat ion management choos-
es  programmtng based on  what  i t  th tnks  ts
best for the nrarketplace. 'For us i t 's a Jui lgl ing
ac t .  l f  you  jus t  dea l  w i th  percentages ,  you ' re
not gotng to f ind programs that sattsfy every
group or that cover, In any 8,rven year, any par-

t i cu la r  race  or  re l ig ion .  Cou lc l  we do  a  be t te r

1ob? Yes, that 's one of the chal lenges.
'But the assumption that there's a level of

unhappiness or discord oul there about what
we clo is an erroneous assumotion. What a few
lndependent producers say, what a few people

reactrng to a partrcular program mtght say, they
have to be {actorecl into the entire community.
For anyone who's trying to balance as much as
we're trytng to balance, i t  is l i teral ly impossible
for us l to please everyone] unless we wipe out
what we feel rs our baslc programming servtce,
and we ' re  no t  about  to  do  tha t  because we
don't think, in any sense, that that is what the
public wants us to do."

e f rn rng  what  the  pub l ic  wants  t ts
public television statton to be may
be the fundamental chasm between
WTTW and i ts cr i t ics. Sanders. Cas-
ten and the others vrew Channel 11
as  an  oppor tun i ty  to  exp lo re  th€
alternative, as a voice for the under'
represented  and as  a  veh ic le  fo r

change. Marcus bel ieves the publtc's prlori t tes

are dif lerent, that viewers want a qual i ty prod-

uct and don't  oblect to being represented by
the  c i ty ' s  so-ca l led  bes t  and br lgh tes t .  And

besides, says Marcus, a completely democratl
cal ly run inst l tut ion has i ts downstcle. KQED rs
currently facing extreme f inancial dif f icult ies,
which the slat ion admits is not helped by hav
Ing  fewer  ' fundra ts ing  heau ^ ,e igh ts"  on  t ts

budrU i l rc r r i  o tne l  s ta t ro r ls .  suc i t  i r s  ! !TTW.
" T l l c  c o r n r n u n r t y ' s  p r e l e r c n c e ,  f r o m  o u r

s landporn t , '  Marcus  says ,  " rs  tha t  we run  a
sound lrnancral organtzation and that we are
lecnnrca l l y  as  advanced as  any  maJor  te lev t -
s ton  s ta t ton  In  the  count ry . "

Even tfle stat|on's admrrers. howcryer, woulct hke
to see rt become morc rossde. Ed Moms, a for-
mer WTIW prwl"mmng ctrector who heads the tele
vtston depanment at Columbra College, belteles tf|e
statton "$ clorr€, as good a.,oo as any statlon could
posslby fu in npettr€, communtty needs," but "is mt
as commun(y rmoNed as rt should bc." Ng€nhebss,
says Moms, arnng shows on toxtc waste and other
socral r l ls would be counterproductive because
'nobodys g,oir€, to watch them." He also Says pro
grammrnS, drrected at speqfic ethnrc or crial grouF
would be a mistake. "l don't thtnk fElt or€ht to be

[Wnw'sl pnonty just betause tfpy're a p(blc statron.
That's narrowcastrrE,." (A role, some would say,
Increaengly filled by cable public-access stattons,
although others like Wetnberg note that WTM's
lcensccl nkrndate is strll '\ivorth Insstrng on.')

T h e  s t a t r o n ' s  b i g g e s t ' p r o b l e m ,  M o r r t s
says ,  rs  r ts  l i l ck  o l  'unencumbered funds" -
c,ol lars oonatcd without stnngs attachec,.

Frorn  Ju ly  1990 to  June 1991,  Channe l
.11 's  rcv t lnucs  an lounted  to  a  l l t t l c  more  than
S3u r r t r l l ron .  lhc  s ta t ron  recerved 53 .8  mt l l ton
rn lodorit l  ;rn(l  state S,overnmcnl grants, wnrle
p u b l r c  ( l i ) n i t t r o n s  a m o u n t e d  t o  $ 2 1 . 4  m t l l i o n .
Thc l ;rr1'r ' : ,1 si.) f ,rnent of that, about 45 percent,

c i . r n t c  l t ( ) l )  l n d i v i d u a l  d o n o r s .  T h e  s e c o n d
larg,est, 2/ p()rcent, came from nalronal corpo-
r a t o  r r l ( l o r w n t r n g  a n d  P B S  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n -
tracts. Locul corporate donatrons represent a
lt t t le ovcr 10 percent of publrc clonations.

"A lot of what we do is l imited by money, '
Marcus says. ' l f  we somehow had an incredF
b l e  y e a r  r n  f u n d - r a i s i n g  a n d  w e  b r o u g h t  i n
anothcr  $5  mi l l ion .  the  l ion 's  share  o f  tha l
would go Into producing more programs, and
my guess is they would be the types of pro-

grams that some cl isgruntled people would l ike
to see us do. But the days of unrestr icted mon-
ey coming in out of the goodness of people's

hearts are gone. Corporations want something
an return."

Who 's  g iv ing  money to  Channe l  \ I?  ln
general the majonty of individual donors f i t  into
a  cer ta in  demograph ic  p ro f i le ,  says  Marcus :
older people wrth above average tncomes and
tevels of education. Corporate gif ts in '9O'91

inclucled the $2.9 mil l ion from GE and dona
t ions  f rom l l l i nors  Be l l ,  Un i ted  A i r l ines ,  Har r is
Bank, Metropolrtan Life ancl True Value Hard-
ware, to name a few.

'There are vast confl icts of interest with
corporate funding, '  says Hercules, raising this
questlon: whal kind of posit ion could guests of
'The McLaughlin Group' take on the Gulf .War
knowrng that their sponsor, GE, is a major su}
p l le r  o f  weapons io  the  U.S.  mi l t ta ry?

Sanders, who has been working since the
early summer [o convince WTTW to air "Deadly

'Decept ion"  
c lescr ibes  i t  th is  way:  "P ic tu re  a

room f r l led  w i th  la rge  soapboxes  tha t  GE is
s tandrng on .  Now here 's  th rs  29-mtnute  f i lm
that takes an opposrng viewpoint and i t  can't
ge t  on  the  a i r .  There  is  no  compar ison.  l t ' s  29
mrnutcs versus years."

W o u l d  m o r e  p u b l r c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t
WITW rmprove what the stat ion has to offen
Though Ca l laway be l reves  the  board  shou ld
strrve to make rtself  more ref lect ive ot i ts view-
ers, he chal lenges the idea that just because i t
i sn ' t  means tha t  r t  can ' t  serve  them.  'Yes ,

you've gol, some white folks there,- he says,
but ' these people have almost al l  dedicated
their lrves to innercrty issues. '

Marcus says the current amount of over-

sight by the board is enough. 
' ls the communi-

tV ovcral l  satrst ied wtth how we run the sta-

tton? Ycs, they are. Do people have their prob

lems lrorn t ime to t ime? Yes. But they do wlth

every ou';rness rn this clty and wlth every televi-

Sron  s la t lo r ) . -
But those determined to change the way

WTTW opcra tes  be l leve  the  s ta t lon 's  pub l i c

mandil tc makes i t  an exception. " l f  Cl lannel

11 rs reel ly betng supported by public lunds,

then surely they should be open to every bit  of

scrut lny we can ask for," Casten says. Adds

Duncarr, 
- there's a huge debt of balance that

has  accumula ted  in  pub l i c  te lev ls ion ,  and we

want  to  cush lha t  cnecX. "  I
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