CHICAGO MEDIA ACTION NEWSLETTER: August 4th, 2009

http://www.chicagomediaaction.org

In this newsletter:

* Dump Dobbs, Beck, Fox

* Hold media to account for its lack of single payer coverage

* CMA writers reveal $90 billion DTV public interest ripoff, 

  lay out related solution to corporate journalism's failure

* Barriers to urban broadband stimulus grants

* Newsroom hiring: women up, minorities down

* Dionne Warwick attacked by big radio

(1) ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

* CNN: Dump Lou Dobbs

Lou Dobbs has a history of spreading false and misleading information that poisons conversations around race and immigration. Now he's using his radio and television shows to give legitimacy to bogus questions about President Obama's citizenship, and therefore eligibility to be president. (Color of Change)

Join us in calling on CNN President Jonathan Klein to fire Dobbs now.

http://www.colorofchange.org/dobbs/?id=2244-267479

* CNN's Dobbs Problem

Dobbs' relentless promotion of outlandish conspiracy theory about Barack Obama's birth certificate seriously damages CNN's credibility. (Media Matters)

Take action -- http://dobbsconspiracy.com/

* Stop the race baiting. Call on advertisers to drop sponsorship of Glenn Beck

Beck is on a campaign that is repulsive, divisive and shouldn't be on the air. Join us in calling on Beck's advertisers to stop sponsoring his show. (Color of Change)

http://www.colorofchange.org/beck/?id=2244-267479

* UNITY Petition to Fox News and NewsCorp (Unity: Journalists of Color, Inc.)

Take action -- http://www.petitiononline.com/UJOC/petition.html

* Tell Media: Include Single-Payer in Healthcare Debate (FAIR)

Add your name to FAIR's petition -- http://tinyurl.com/n5z3b2

Study -- http://tinyurl.com/lw7o2v

More -- http://tinyurl.com/l6pkv6     http://tinyurl.com/mu6zna 

http://tinyurl.com/mhjvaa     http://tinyurl.com/lzrk3c

* Tell Congress: Pass Net Neutrality Now

The phone and cable companies are scrambling to kill Net Neutrality so they can inspect and filter content, and overcharge you for using the Web in ways they don't like. Over the past 6 months alone, they have hired 500 lobbyists in DC to try to stop a new internet freedom bill from becoming law. (Free Press)

Take action -- http://tinyurl.com/mnrp48

More -- http://tinyurl.com/ms6g4y     http://tinyurl.com/lpwce5

(2) WHAT'S CMA BEEN UP TO LATELY?

* $90 billion DTV public interest ripoff revealed, related solution to corporate journalism's failure laid out by CMA's Scott Sanders and Steve Macek (Register Citizen, The Skanner) Readers are urged to disseminate this brand new op-ed article widely.

http://tinyurl.com/l5rm7r     http://tinyurl.com/logc3y

* CMA participated in a discussion on the low power FM issue cablecast on CAN-TV,  signed on to a letter to the Senate regarding LPFM.

* CMA participated in the July 15th demo at the Chicago Tribune concerning the corporate media's omission of the single payer issue organized by Chicago Single Payer Action Network - ChiSPAN. Also, a Bill Moyers Journal episode not aired by WTTW due to a power outage was re-scheduled. More -- http://chispan.org/

(3) LOCAL CORPORATE MEDIA NEWS

* Tribune Co. profitability continues to deteriorate; seeks court OK to pay execs huge bonuses (Crain's Chicago Business, Reuters)

http://tinyurl.com/n9txv2      http://tinyurl.com/mfqa7t

* Tribune Company CEO Zell on Tribune bankruptcy  (CNBC, E&P, Reuters)

video (bankruptcy discussion starts 6:40) -- http://tinyurl.com/m8sydd

more -- http://tinyurl.com/nd7ap7     http://tinyurl.com/n92yzw

(4) WHAT'S NEW IN MEDIA POLITICS?

* Senator Rockefeller: FCC Broken

Slams FCC Under Former Administration At Confirmation Hearings For Nominees Clyburn, Attwell Baker. Note: The nominees were subsequently approved and sworn in.

(Multichannel News)

http://www.multichannel.com/article/315406-Rockefeller_FCC_Is_Broken.php

* Interviews with new FCC Chair (The Wrap, Washington Post, B&C)

http://tinyurl.com/lzns2p     http://tinyurl.com/msr9fg 

http://tinyurl.com/lxcdat

* FCC Engineers To Take Closer Look At DTV Problem Areas (B&C)

http://tinyurl.com/lynd5m

* Congressional Committees Raise Concerns Over Pentagon's Strategic Communications

The committee said many of the costlier programs appear as "alarmingly non-military propaganda, PR, and behavioral modification messaging." (Washington Post)

http://tinyurl.com/nhzblb

(5) THE FUTURE OF JOURNALISM

* Dan Rather laments journalism's rapid decline (The Aspen Times)

http://tinyurl.com/lstv35

* Good Journalism Good for the Journalism Business

University of Missouri researcher Esther Thorson says she's got the numbers to prove what every journalist knows. (Chicago Reader)

http://tinyurl.com/nhl86a 

McClatchy earnings up -- http://tinyurl.com/nees42

* EU says a third of Europeans never used Internet (Reuters); A city-commissioned study showed one in four Chicagoans are completely offline and an additional 15 percent have limited Internet access. (Presszoom)

http://tinyurl.com/nhmjk8     http://presszoom.com/story_149332.html

(6) PUBLIC MEDIA NEWS

* $90 billion DTV public interest ripoff revealed, related solution to corporate journalism's failure laid out by CMA's Scott Sanders and Steve Macek (Register Citizen, The Skanner) Readers are urged to disseminate this brand new op-ed article widely.

http://tinyurl.com/l5rm7r     http://tinyurl.com/logc3y

* WYCC political videos spark investigation, lawsuit (Chi-town Daily News) Support independent investigative journalism.

http://tinyurl.com/kqmnku     http://tinyurl.com/myzk4c 

http://tinyurl.com/lzx7la

* Senate Appropriations Committee approves pubcasting funding bill

$450 million two-year advance appropriation for CPB, up from $430 million; emergency aid for financially devastated public stations likely. (Current)

http://tinyurl.com/poun6y

http://www.current.org/economy/economy0915aid.shtml

* AT&T skirting law that requires local cable-access stations

Many communities feel AT&T is coming up short and are seeking legal remedies to gain compliance. (Naperville Sun)

http://tinyurl.com/m378zr

* BBC admits missing targets on diversity; TV bosses 'should face sack' if they don't hit targets, incoming BBC exec (Asians in Media, Daily Mail, Guardian)

http://tinyurl.com/kmwuqb     http://tinyurl.com/l5yo2x

http://tinyurl.com/nwro96

(7) BROADBAND NEWS

* Activist orgs cite many barriers to urban broadband stimulus grants (Media and Democracy Coalition, Apprising, Ars Technica)

http://tinyurl.com/np4vfj     http://tinyurl.com/nf6n2g 

http://tinyurl.com/ngrsl2

* More broadband information and resources:

Fiber To The Home Council web site -- http://www.ftthcouncil.org/

broadband issues video (FTTHC) -- http://tinyurl.com/ly3dww

Randall the RAT&T (CWA) -- http://tinyurl.com/nj8tqd

* Seattle, Tacoma and municipal broadband

This informative 18 minute segment starts at the 14 minute mark and

includes Reclaim the Media's Jonathan Lawson. (KUOW Puget Sound Public Radio)

http://www.kuow.org/program.php?id=17949 

audio -- http://tinyurl.com/mwzk4l

City of Seattle broadband report -- http://tinyurl.com/lfpbak

(8) OTHER MEDIA NEWS

* Clear Channel donates radio stations to support minority ownership initiative

The radio stations will be used for training purposes as well as to incubate a new generation of minority and women broadcast owners, says David Honig, president and executive director of the Minority Media and Telecommunications Council. (San Antonio Business Journal)

http://tinyurl.com/l4pk5a

* Dozens of radio stations shut down in Venezuela (CNN, Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas, Reuters)

http://tinyurl.com/nggjfs     http://tinyurl.com/l3eo5a 

http://tinyurl.com/ljltah

* Survey: Women In News Hits Record High, Number Of Minorities Down (RTNDA)

http://tinyurl.com/mdxvh2

* Big Radio's Attacks on Me Aren't Surprising, by Dionne Warwick (Hufffington Post, L.A. Times, Variety)

http://tinyurl.com/nggza2     http://tinyurl.com/l6el4s

http://tinyurl.com/ndotaa

(9) BOOK OF THE MONTH

We inaugurate a new semi-regular feature of this newsletter with a book which, though it came out in 2006, is still quite timely and appropriate:

"Uneasy Listening: Pacifica Radio's Civil War" (Matthew Lasar - 2006)

excerpt from radio interview quoted in "Uneasy Listening" -- "They (the Pacifica Radio Board) have more power over those stations than Rupert Murdoch has over his enterprises. They have more power than a capitalist organization because they don't have shareholders to account to."

More -- http://tinyurl.com/lumhe5

*** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Chicago Media Action meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.

All are welcome. Contact us at: cma@chicagomediaaction.org

This is an email from Chicago Media Action, a Chicago activist

group devoted to media issues.

This newsletter is edited by Scott Sanders and Mitchell Szczepanczyk.

Chicago Media Action, P.O. Box 14140, Chicago IL 60614-0140

Call toll-free: 1-866-260-7198

Web: http://www.chicagomediaaction.org

E-mail: cma@chicagomediaaction.org_

